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INTRODUCTION 

For a number of yea r s ,  a proposed bypass around t h e  c i t y  of LaGrange i n  
Faye t t e  County, Texas, has  been i n  var ious  planning s t age s  wi th  t h e  u l t i -
mate ob j e c t i v e  of d i v e r t i n g  highway t r a f f i c  from the  downtown a rea .  Four 
po s s i b l e  r ou t e s  have been s tud ied  i n  r ecen t  yea r s ,  and a dec i s ion  has now 
been made t o  proceed wi th  Route A ,  t h e  c l o s e s t  r ou t e  t o  t h e  c i t y  a long  
t h e  c i t y ' s  no r the rn  boundary (Fig. 1 ) .  
The archaeology s e c t i o n  of t he  S t a t e  Department of Highways and Pub l i c  
T ranspor t a t ion  has  been involved i n  c u l t u r a l  resource surveys a long  each 
of t h e  proposed co r r i do r s  and has  l oca t ed  p r e h i s t o r i c  a r chaeo log ica l  s i t e s  
on each rou te .  S i x  s i t e s  were loca t ed  along t h e  proposed Route A. The 
survey of t h i s  r ou t e  w a s  undertaken i n  1977. 
S ince  a number of y e a r s  have passed s i n c e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  survey and t h e  a r e a  
is s t a r t i n g  t o  develop r a t h e r  r ap i d l y ,  a reassessment of t h e  s i t e s  and t h e  
proposed c o r r i d o r  appeared t o  be  i n  order .  Some changes i n  both t h e  s i t e s  
and t h e  co r r i do r  were noted and a r e ' d e t a i l e d  i n  t h i s  r epo r t .  
Tes t ing  of t hese  s i t e s  was l imi t ed  s i n c e  t h e  S t a t e  has  y e t  t o  acqu i r e  t h e  
proper ty  and acces s  and t e s t i n g  w a s  l imi t ed  t o  t h e  wi l l i ngness  of t h e  
v a r i ou s  landowners. I n t en s i v e  t e s t i n g  w i l l  be  delayed u n t i l  t h e  S t a t e  
has  purchased t h e  a pp rop r i a t e  p rope r t i e s .  
This  r eeva lua t ion  of t h e  a rchaeologica l  s i t e s  a long Route A of t h e  proposed 
bypass i nd ica t ed  t h a t  S i t e  41FY111 is t h e  only s i t e  wi th  adequate  depth t o  
r equ i r e  e i t h e r  i n t en s i v e  t e s t i n g  o r  excavat ions.  
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SITE 41FY107 
Archaeological  S i t e  41FY107 w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  loca ted  a long  t h e  western bank 

of t h e  Colorado River i n  a l a r g e  f loodp la in  area. The s i t e  is now loca t ed  

about 800 f e e t  w e s t  of t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  midst of s e v e r a l  abandoned g r a v e l  

p i t s  (Fig.  2).  Most of t h e  p i t s  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of t h e  s i t e  

have f i l l e d  wi th  water. Brown's Lake is t h e  l a r g e s t  such p i t .  

S p o i l  d i r t  from t h e s e  p i t s  has  been pushed around a g r e a t  d e a l  by heavy 

equipment, and numerous ques t ions  crossed t h e  w r i t e r ' s  mind regard ing  

what was original ground su r f aces  and what was t a i l i n g s  from t h e  quar ry ing  

opera t ions .  

S i t e  41FY107 is s i t u a t e d  along a  small acces s  road connecting t h e  g rave l  

p i t s ,  and it o r i g i n a l l y  occurred a s  a probable quarry site i n  a very t h i n  

rock sand. During t h e  r e v i s i t a t i o n  of t h i s  si te,  almost a l l  of t h e  ob-

served c u l t u r a l  materials were s p l i t  r i v e r  cobbles.  These were found i n  

d i r e c t  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  a g rave l  road c ros s ing  t h e  s i te  a rea .  

Shovel tests i n t o  t h e  s i t e  a r e a  revea led  no c u l t u r a l  depth,  w i th  t h e  de-

p o s i t s  c o n s i s t i n g  of a t h i n  l a y e r  of  g rave l  l y i n g  on top of dense c l ays .  

This  site appears  t o  have been destroyed by g rave l  mining a c t i v i t i e s .  

No f u r t h e r  r e sea rch  is  recommended due t o  l ack  of a v a l i d  c u l t u r a l  d e p o s i t .  


SITE 41FY108 
Archaeological  S i t e  41FY108 is  s i t u a t e d  a long  a h igh  r idge  l i n e  a long  t h e  
e a s t e r n  a i d e  of t h e  Colorado River (Fig.  3). This r i dge  l i n e  marks t h e  
f i r s t  major change i n  e l eva t i on  above t h e  p re sen t  f l oodp la in .  F l i n t  cob-
b l e s  occurr ing  a s  g rave l s  a r e  f requent  a long t h i s  r i dge  l i n e  and may re-
presen t  one of t h e  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t h i s  a r e a  by abo r i g i n a l  
populat ions.  
The occurrence of g rave l  i n  t h e  a r e a  has  a l s o  had cons iderable  i n f luence  
du r ing  h i s t o r i c  t imes. The g rave l  a long t h e  r i dge  l i n e  is nea r  t h e  ground 
su r f a c e  and has  been ex tens ive ly  mined t o  an approximate depth  of 3 f t .  
a c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  s i t e  a r ea .  Two l a r g e  l i v e  oak t r e e s  were l e f t  pedes ta led  
du r ing  t h e  quar ry  opera t ions ,  and t h e  bases  of t h e i r  t runks  a r e  about 3 f t .  
above t h e  p re sen t  ground su r f ace .  
Seven small shovel  t e s t s  o r  s l i t  t renches  were excavated i n t o  t h e  s i t e  
a r e a  t o  determine i f  any subsur face  c u l t u r a l  ma t e r i a l s  remained. A l l  of 
t h e s e  tests revea led  a very t h i n  l a y e r  of g rave l  over ly ing  a dense red  
c l ay  devoid of p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  debi tage .  The e n t i r e  s i t e  appears  t o  
have been removed i n  quarry opera t ions  i n  t h e  1950s. 
The p re sen t  proper ty  owner has  s e v e r a l  a r t i f a c t s  which he co l l e c t ed  from 
t h e  site over t h e  years .  These cons i s t ed  of t h i ck  b i f a c e  fragments,  manos, 
and hammerstones. The s i t e  appears  t o  have been exp lo i t ed  p r imar i ly  a s  
a quar ry  o r  l i t h i c  procurement a r e a  with some h a b i t a t i o n  a l s o  occurr ing  
the re .  Sur face  ma t e r i a l s  observed dur ing  t h e  reassessment of t h e  s i t e  
cons i s t ed  of widely s c a t t e r e d  decortication f lakes . 
Due t o  l a ck  of depth and t h e  heavy d is turbance  caused by h i s t o r i c  g rave l  
quar ry ing  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  research  a t  S i t e  41FY108 appears  t o  be 
unwarranted. 

SITE 41FY109 
Archaeological S i t e  41FY109 is  s i t u a t ed  about 500 f e e t  north- northeast 
of S i t e  41FY108 and is  on the  same r idge  l i n e  (Fig. 3) .  The o r i g i n a l  
survey of this site indica ted  t h r e e  d i s c r e t e  c l u s t e r s  of p r e h i s t o r i c  
c u l t u r a l  debr i s  wi th in  t h e  proposed right-of-way. A l l  of the  a r e a s  a r e  
reported a s  being associa ted  with quarrying and l i t h i c  reduction a c t i v i-
ties. 
The proposed right-of-way has been real igned s ince  the  survey i n  1977 and 
two of t h e  th ree  a reas  of the  s i t e  now a r e  located outs ide  of the  r igh t-
of-way. The remaining a r e a  was examined and found t o  be a t h i n  gravel  
deposi t  buried under a midden of Dodge pickup trucks.  That por t ion  of 
t h e  s i t e  belongs t o  a M r .  Kappler, a bulldozer opera tor ,  who reported 
using t h i s  por t ion  of t h e  s i te  a s  an a r e a  t o  test h i s  equipment. A  s l i t  
t rench dug i n t o  t h e  'gravels indica ted  t h a t  no depth was l e f t  t o  the  de-
pos i t s .  
Further  work is not  proposed f o r  S i t e  41FY109 due t o  d is turbed depos i t s  
and the  realignment of the  proposed right-of-way. 
Archaeological  S i t e  41FY110 is loca t ed  near  Tanyard Spring,  a t r i b u t a r y  
of Cedar Creek (Fig. 4 ) .  The s i te  is loca t ed  a long  t h e  h ighe r  bank of 
t h e  s p r i ng  a t op  a  g r ave l  depos i t .  S o i l s  a t  t h e  s i te  a r e  t h i n  and sandy. 
During t h e  o r i g i n a l  survey of t h e  site,  i t  was noted t h a t  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  
of t h e  s i t e  would f a l l  ou t s i d e  t h e  proposed right-of-way. Due t o  a  
realignment of t h e  co r r i do r  a r e a ,  a l l  of S i t e  41FY110 will be spared from 
cons t ruc t ion  and no damage should occur  t o  t h e  site. The new alignment 
p l aces  t h e  s i te  south  of t h e  p r o j e c t  l i m i t s .  Addi t iona l  r e sea rch  is no t  
proposed by t h e  Department a s  t h e  s i t e  n o w  lies ou t s ide  our  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  
An examination of t h e  s i t e  a r e a  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  has l i t t l e  depth f o r  
s epa ra t ing  components and t h a t  t h e  primary a c t i v i t y  performed t h e r e  
appears  t o  have been l i t h i c  reduct ion  t a s k s  normally a s soc i a t ed  wi th  
quarry  s i tes .  
Archaeological  S i t e  41FY111 is loca ted  along a r idge  l i n e  between Cedar 
Creek and Tanyard Spring (Fig. 4) .  The s i te  appears  t o  cover 3 t o  4 
a c r e s  i n  a Bermuda grass  pas tu re  wi th  s c a t t e r e d  cedar  and l i v e  oak trees. 
Gopher mounds are common i n  t h e  right-of-way a r e a  and conta in  numerous 
f l i n t  f l a k e s  and burned rock fragments. 
S o i l s  con s i s t  of a dark gray sand approaching 50 cm i n  depth of f l i n t  
gravels .  The s o i l  mantle appears  t o  be s l i g h t l y  th i cke r  near  t h e  c r e s t  
of t h e  r idge  l i n e  and gradual ly  t ape r s  t o  a 5 cm t h i c k  mantle. 
Approximately 1 ac r e  of t h e  s i t e  is loca ted  wi th in  t h e  right-of-way and 
w i l l  be i n t en s i v e l y  t e s t e d  once the  S t a t e  acqui res  the  property.  The 
s i t e  probably  will not  meet  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  i nc lus ion  i n  t h e  Nat ional  
Regis te r  of Historic Places  due t o  t h e  abundant gopher d is turbances  
showing on t h e  sur face .  

Archaeological Site 41FY112 is located along Cedar Creek at a distance 
of only 500 to 600 ft. from Site 41FY110 (Fig. 4). The site is only 
200 ft. in diameter along a ridge on the north side of Cedar Creek and 

a small area across the creek. Diagnostics found during the original 

survey of the site indicate that it contains a Neo-American component. 

This site falls outside the proposed right-of-wayand will not be af-

fected by construction of the proposed bypass project. Due to its lo-

cation, no further archaeological research is proposed. 

CONCLUSIONS 

This  repor t .  ha s  d e a l t  wi th  s i x  p r e h i s t o r i c  a r chaeo log ica l  sites loca t ed  
a long  a proposed bypass r o u t e  around t h e  no r the rn  l i m i t s  of LaGrange, 
Texas. A reassessment of t h e  sites once t h e  right-of-way had been f i rmly  
e s t ab l i s h ed  i nd i c a t ed  t h a t  only one s i te ,  41FY111, appeared t o  have suf-
f i c i e n t  dep th  t o  y i e l d  any v a l i d  a r chaeo log ica l  information.  The remain-
i n g  f i v e  s i t e s  were found t o  have e i t h e r  been destroyed by h i s t o r i c  
g rave l  quar ry ing  o r  were l oca t ed  ou t s i d e  t h e  right-of-way. 
